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WHY DO PEOPLE LIVE 

AND MOVE WHERE THEY 

DO?

WHY DO PEOPLE LIVE 

THE WAY THEY DO?

Geography & Culture



Geography Defines Japan

Å Japan is a series of islands ñthe group consists of over 3000 

islands of which 600 are inhabited. 

Å The overall geographical area of the inhabited islands is less than 

California . 

Å The climate is pleasantly moderate, for the islands lie in the path 

of the Black Current which flows north from the tropics. All the 

islands are mountainous and subject to a variety of natural 

disasters , especially earthquakes and tsunamis. 

Å The mountainous terrain leaves its mark on Japanese culture; 

since the mountains provide natural and difficult barriers , 

political life in Japan centered around regional rather than 

national governments. 

Å The earliest flowering of Japanese history took place in the low -

lying plains on the island of Honshu, especially the Yamato plain in 

the south ña region that gave its name to the first "official" name 

for Japan, Yamato . There the very first Japanese kingdom arose 

and provided the basis of future Japanese civilizations.ó 

http://wsu.edu/~dee/ANCJAPAN/ANJAPAN1.HTM



A comparison of size



Mt. Fuji ðAbout 73% of Japan is 

mountainous



Japanõs Topography ðWhere can 

people live?



Small houses/packed cities?



336 people per square kilometer (U.S. = 32 

per square kilometer)



Tokyo ðAlmost 13 million people



You WILL fit on the subway!



Japanõs population = 128 million



Japan is getting older



Population is shrinking too



What lies ahead for Japan then?



Living so close together, created norms 

for cleaning up trash and not littering.



How do they feed themselves? - About 

11% of their land is arable.



Japan uses itõs arable land wisely

Kanegasaki, Japan



Kanegasaki ðNorthern Japan ðski 

resorts are nearby.



Terraced farming makes good use of 

what arable land they have.


